A single measurement of adrenocorticotrophic hormone in cerebrospinal fluid is of no value in the diagnosis of dementia.
It has been reported that adrenocorticotrophic hormone (ACTH) levels in the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) of dementia patients are lower than in normal subjects. We have carried out ACTH estimations in the CSF of 17 patients suffering from dementia and on sex- and age-matched controls. No difference was found.